405
>rso incontro Rondanini. Here not only was his own usic to Goethe's works discussed and rehearsed, but all e music heard in theatres or churches, or discovered by on. in libraries, received due attention; and from the srry artists' lodge pious old church melodies not infre-Lently rang out into the street. In this roundabout way )ethe acquired some taste for the theatre, and even more : the great church ceremonies, which he had hitherto been table to enjoy because he had too little of the feeling of a ild and of a sensuous man to take any delight in the autiful illusion.
If, in addition to these manifold art studies, one takes bo account the great amount of literary work which )ethe imposed upon himself, and the botanical investiga->ns which he passionately pursued, and for which he every-lere collected material, one is willing to believe him when
says that he hardly ever spent his time in more pains-king work than during this second sojourn in Rome. If
hoped to accomplish, even approximately, all the tasks iich he had set for himself, he had to follow the practice of 3 first sojourn, and keep away from the world and the 2iety of women. In the former he succeeded wholly, in e latter only partly. In Naples and Sicily he had under-ne a change. His heart refused longer to be satisfied th friendly letters and loving intercourse at a distance, .d wanton, wayward Cupid found him a more willing :tim. On an autumn sojourn in the country, in Castel indolfo, while Goethe was drawing landscapes from ture, Maddalena Riggi,81 a beautiful Milanese, captivated TL unawares with her blue eyes and graceful manner, it she was betrothed. He remembered his serious prin-)les, and was not disposed to play the Wetzlar r61e a :ond time. A protracted illness deprived him of her 2iety for a time. After her recovery he met her again at e carnival in Rome and thought her more beautiful than er. Her engagement had meanwhile been broken, and >ethe, seeing that she returned his affection, was almost :npted to allow his relation to her to assume a more serious